Fr iwretiate release - January 27, 1969

CPEN LETTER

Te Judge W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court, Memphis, Tenn.
concerning the J AMES EARL RAY HOAX

by JOACHIM JOESTEN

Your Honor:

James Earl Ray did not kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

He was a paild decoy and as such deserves to be punlshed for
nls part in the conspiracy. But he did not fire the shot that killed
Dr King and, for all his criminal nast, he,too, is entitled %to justice.

Ray has been charged with murder by the State of Tennessee
on the basls ¢f a deliberately false and fraudulent FBI Report. The FBI
lknows, and so does the State, that Ray did not commit the murder of which
he has been accused. The felony of this false accusation 1z compounded
by the hidden intent tc shield, through the sacrifice of a scapegoat,
the real assas~in of Dr. King, whose identity is well known to the FBI.

I am making these charges on the basis of a careful and de-
tailed study of the case. My findings and concluslons are lald down in
a 45,000~word documentation, of which a copy is being airmailed to you
under separate cover today. Copiea dre also beins sent to the Rev. Ralph
Abernathy. Head, Scuthern Christian Leadership Conference; to the Ameri-
can Civil Iiberties Union; and to a select group of newspapers. :

This documentation is not just a layman's brief for the de-
fense of a man wrongfully accused. It is alec a public indictment of
hls accusers, in particular J. Edgar Hoover, who perscnally supervised
this freme-up.

I hereby declare and affirw that J. Edgar Hoover wilfully,
knowlngly and with malice aforethougat conspired wlth cotler felorlous
"law~enforcement officials” to biing adout the judicisl rurder of James .
Barl ray throupsh trumped--up charges and doctored evidence.

Because Hoover knowa that his false and fraudalent case
will not stand up in court, extrcme prassure is now being brought cn
Ray, a man virtually defensnless because of his long criminal record
and his involsement in the conspiracy te kill King, falsely to plead
guiliy in return for = promise of leniency. Ray has been informed un&-
bigicusly that,if e defends him elf s3ainst the murder charge, he will
be ccnvicted, sentenced to death and executed. On the other hand, he
has been promised a recomnendatirn of merey a comparatively light sen-
tence and an early pardon 17 he accepis the rols of a lene assassine.

That 1ould ¢bviare Lhe ircenvenlence, for J. Edgar Hoover
and the State autherities ¢ f having v¢ prave theii false and untenable
cherges in court, o t 1t ould hardly serve *he cause ¢t jJjustice in

America
1 t~us' tha® ~o, che judge, will not t.lerc.e this
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travesty ¢f austice. T.e cocum.niatlon whlch I am making available to

Your Honor, will hel you establish the truth. o 7
’ Respectfully you s, df222204£;-4?/07127




