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OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF - SHELBY COUNTY - TENNESSEE :

WILLIAM N, MORRIS, JR., SHERIFF -
ROY C. NIXON, CHIEF DEPUTY

July 20, 1968
Tos o William N. Morris
eri Shelby County
/
prs 75 LB~
Re: ™~ Summary of "A"™ Block Daily Lég for July 19, 1968

12:00 Midnight to 9312 AM: Officers Overby, Berry, and J. N. Brown
in=charges

Received James Earl Ray from Sheriff Morris in "AM Block,
on the third floor of the Shelby County Jail, Memphis, Tennessee,
at 4:29 AM. Ray received a preliminary physical examinationm and
interview from Doctor DelMere at this time. Ray was searched
thoroughly by Je« Ne Brown. Captain A. C. Gillis, Sheriff's De=
partment and Bob Boyle, FBI, took fingerprints and pictures of
the subject. Ray seemed to enjoy a breakfast of scrambled eggs,
sausage, white bread, and coffee., Attitude is congenial and cheerful.

9:12 AM to 4:00 PM: Officers Kent, Lincoln, and J. J. Clarke in-charge.

All cells and entire range was checkeds Ray rested and slept
all morning and enjoyed a lunch of green peas, potatoes, salad,
beets, white bread, and a cake pudding. Ray was instructed as to
what was expected of him as ccncerns sanitation needs in the Block
and he agreed to all terms. Doctors Drenning, Parker, McCarthy,
DeMere, and Mrs Henley gave Ray a complete physical examination
with the exception of an X-ray. They had no film pack for the
X-ray. Ray refused to take blood tests. Ray and his enviornment
was thoroughly searched.

Ray claims to be a non=-smoker, therefore,he should not need
matches of any kind. Ray appears to be relaxed and seems to feel
at ease with the officers.

Doctor Drenning wrote a prescription for Ray consisting of
aspirin. He recommended two aspirin every six hours.

Ray appeared to enjoy a dinner of spagetti, salad, jello,
ice tea, and white bread.
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OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF «. SHELBY COUNTY - TENNESSEE

WILLIAM N. MORRIS, JR., SHERIFF -
ROY C. NIXON, CHIEF DEPUTY

4:00 PM to 12:00 Midnight: Officers E. L. Cobb, S. B. Scott,
and J. R Wiechert in-Charge.

Ray's cell was visually imspected and the range was searched.
Ray seemed withdrawn and very sleepy and tired. Slept most of
the time. No complaintse
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

July 21, 1968

Sheriff William N. Morris, Jr.
Criminal Courts Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

This report covers the period from 8:00 AM July 20, 1968 until
8:00 AM July 21, 1968. Officers on duty were Hartline and Wilson
from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM., Officers Cobb and Scott from 4:00 PM to
12:00 Midnight. Officers Berry and Overbery from 12:00 Midnight
to 8:00 AM.

Subject appeared to be in a very good mood; was talking to the
officers in the block and eating very well. The only complaint
was on Saturday morning he complained of a headache and was given
aspirin. After he was visited by his attorney, Mr. Art Hanes, Sr.,
and Mr, Art Hanes, Jr., who stayed in the block from 7:47 AM until
1:52 PM, Saturday, July 20, 1968.

After the attorneys left, he requested writing material and stated
that he wanted to write some notes to his attorney.

At the evening meal, he was in a very good mood, ate well, and
talked freely with the officers.

At 10:00 PM I placed the following items in the block: one pocket
comb, one ball point pen, one crossword puzzle book, one Field &
Stream Magazine, one pad of writing paper, and 20 envelopes, one
Press~Scimitar Paper, one clear plastic shower curtain, one card
table and 4 chairs. \

Early Saturday morning he got up out of bed and asked for the
writing material to write some more notes to his attorney. After
writing the notes, he complained of a headache caused by the smell
of paint and was given aspirin. He then showered, was given clean
clothing and finished writing the notes. The notes were not checked
by the officers but were left on the table and the subject appeared
to be in very high spirits.,

Respectfully submitted,
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During the evening he alternated between walking the floor and
reading, seemed cheerful, talked about different subjects, and
said that his home town was East St. Louis, Illinois. He watched
the 10:00 o'clock news and seemed very interested in the news
concerning himself, He went to bed at 10:20 PM and stated he was
tired and had not slept too good the night before.

Ray woke up at 5:10 AM and asked what time it was and tried to go
back to sleep but couldn't but did stay in bed. At 6:30 AM a
breakfast of oatmeal, scrambled eggs, syrup, bread and coffee

was served. Ray ate all the eggs but very little of the oatmeal.
He appeared to be in a good mood. He started writing notes off
and on until 8:00 AM.,

Respectfully submitted,
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

July 22, 1968

Sheriff William N, Morris, Jr.
Criminal Courts Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

Report from 8:00 AM July 21, 1968 to 8:00 AM July 22, 1968, Officers
on duty 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM were Wilson and Du PBbur. 4:00 PM to 12:00
Midnight officers Seott and Hartline, 12:00 Midnight to 8:00 AM
officers Miller and Overby.

At 8:05 AM breakfast served which consisted of scrambled eggs, bacon,
bread, butter and sausage. Ray ate everything. At 8:15 AM, search
of all areas and reading materials. Everything OK. 8:40 AM made the
bed, said he slept good, was in a very good mood, read paper and
relaxed. After reading paper he asked for a pen and paper and said

I want to write some notes to my lawyer telling him where I have

been for the past 2 years. At 9:05 AM Mr. Arthur Hanes, Sr. entered
the block and conferred with Ray until 11:14 AM. Immediately after
Mr. Hanes left the entire area was searched and Ray was stripped and
searched. Dinner was served which consisted of yams, peas, greens
and iced tea. Ate all except a small amount of the peas. Watched

TV for most of the afternoon. Supper was served and consisted of
buttered carrots, English peas, mashed potatoes, turkey and dress-
ing and bread. Ray stated, "They serve very good food here and have
a good cook". He watched TV and was very interested in the newus.

At 7:28 PM officers smelled smoke which was also visible. They were
advised that the Fire Dept. was on the scene. At 7:51 PM the smoke
was clear and everything was OK. Ray watched TV until 10:30 PM and
then worked out by doing push~ups and said he was tired and going to
bed. He slept until 6:00 AM. Awoke and said he was going to court.
When he first got up he was very nervous. At 7:30 bresakfast was
served which consisted of scrdmbled eggs, oatmeal, coffee and bread.
Ate very well. Dress-out clothés 'were thoroughly searched and put
in block. S

Respectfully,
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

July 23, 1968

Sheriff William N, Morris, Jr,.
Criminal Courts Buidding
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

Report for the period 8:00 AM July 22, 1968 to 8:00 AM July 23,
1968, Officers on duty from 8:00 AM to 10:50 AM were Miller and
Overby. From 10:54 AM to 4:00 PM were Kent and Lincoln. From
4:00 PM to 12:00 Midnight were Muench and Wiechert. From 12:00
Midnight to 8:00 AM were Miller and Hartline.

Prior to going to court he seemed nervous and did not say much,
While getting ready he asked for aspirin and received two. While
in court he had with him two pages of notes which he had written
over the past few days. At 10:15 BM Ray was returned to the
block and his court clothing taken outside the block, he was
stripped, searched, and given his inmate clothing. At 10:50 AM
Mr. Hanes, Sr. entered the block and conferred with Ray until
11:34 AM, After Mr. Hanes left Ray was again stripped and
searched. Also the range and cell was searched - everything OK.

Lunch was served which was stew, squash, beans, bread and iced
tea. Ray stated he was not hungry but still ate approximately
half of his lunch. After lunch he asked for a envelope and

paper and wrote a short letter to Mrs., Carol Pepper at 2025
Belvue, Maplewood, Missouri, whom he said was his sister.

He then started talking freely to officers and made a list which
he wants from the commissary. The 1list included a Commercial
Appeal and Press-Scimitar daily, Newsweek Magazine, U.S, News and
World Report, and ten six-cent stamps and one cocoa-cola. He also
had given Mr. Hanes a note releasing his money to Mr. Hanes. Mr.
Hanes received all of Ray's money and left him $30.00 to use until
his return. Ray spent considerable time walking, stopping briefly
to write notes on where he had been for the past two years, was
talking constantly with officers, adding a little humor to the
conversation. Six T-shirts, six shorts, and 8 handkerchiefs were
purchased and placed in the block for Ray's use. All the commiss-
ary items were given to Ray with the exception of the stamps. He
was also given $8.56 which is the total remaining from $10.00 after
the commissary items were bought., The remaining $20.00 was placed
in the safe in my office and Ray was told that he could have more
money when he needed it. Supper,which was rice and gravy, green
beans, bread pudding, a moon pie cake and iced tea. Ray ate very
little. He seemed upset about an evening news report concerning a
psychiatric test he supposedly had two years ago. He said this
made him a little angry and said this type of test was supposed to
be private.



@ Q

SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

July 24, 1968

Sheriff William N, Morris, Jr.
Criminal Courts Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

Report from 8:00 AM July 23, 1968 to 8:00 AM July 24, 1968.
Kent and Lincoln on day shift; Scott and Cobb evening shift;
Berry and Miller Midnight shift.

At 8:05 AM Mr. Jerry Latta (barber), entered the block, using
clippers only cut Ray's hair. Left block at 8:55 AM., Immedi-
ately after barber left, Ray was stripped and searched, entire
range searched and everything OK. Alternated between walking.
and writing notes until approximately 10:00 AM. Dinner was
served consisting of brown peas, potatoes, apple sauce, roast
beef and iced tea; ate all of dinner except the peas. Immedi-
ately after dinner started walking until 12:00 Noon. At 12:00
Noon, Ray and officer Kent started playing gin rummy until 2:00
PM. At 2:07 PM, Dr. DeMere entered block to check Ray's blood
pressure, pulse, and gums to see if his diet was OK. Dr. DeMere
said that Ray was in good shape. Dr. DeMere left the block at
2:15 PM. Ray was stripped, searched, and entire block searched
and everything OK, When Dr. DeMere left the block he stated
the only complaint Ray had was that 2 aspirin were not enough
to stop his headache, that he was prescribing 3 aspirins every
6 hours or as needed and not to exceed 3 for 6 hours,

After Dr. DeMere left, he started walking again and did 40 push-
ups. He stopped occasionally to write notes for his attorney;
seems to be very calm about everything; smiles and talks freely.

Evening meal was served, consisting of spaghetti, spinach, jello,
cornbread and iced tea. Ray also had a coke. Ray finished his
meal but ate very little of the spaghetti., After finishing eat-
ing, he watched the 5:00 PM news and stated that he felt sorry
for the witness Stephens because he was in Jail and had not done
anything.

Ray went to bed at 7:30 PM. Ray woke up at 3:00 AM; did not get

up but lay in bed looking at walls and very nervous. Ray went to
sleep again around 5:15 AM. A breakfast of oatmeal, syrup, sausage
and balck coffee and bread. He ate all except the sausage and

one slice of bread. After breakfast Ray mopped the floor and
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cleaned up the block. After finishing cleaning up the block,
Ray started walking and occasionally stopping to look at TV.
At the 8:00 AM shift change, Ray was given a morning paper and
a coke, He appeared to be in a very good mood.

Respectfully submitted,
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

July 25, 1968

Sheriff William N, Morris, Jr.
Criminal Courts Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

Report from 8:00 AM, July 24, 1968 to 8:00 AM to July 25, 1968.
Officers on duty Wilson and Kent m&rning shift; Scott and Muench
evening shift; and Berry and Miller midnight shift.

Ray seems to be in good spirits and walked back and forth for
exercise until the 10:30 meal was served. He talks freely with
officers. A lunch of navy beans, cormn, cocoanut pudding, small
pieces of fat meat, bread and iced tea, was served and Ray ate
the entire meal, jokingly saying, "my appetite is leaving me."
After lunch Ray cleaned up the table, started watching TV, talk-
ing and reading. At 1:00 PM, started playing gin rummy with
Officer Kent until 3:00 PM. He got up and did 50 push-ups, then
took a shower. He seems to be in excellent physical condition.

The evening meal was brought in and consisted of beans and meat,
a salad, potato salad, bread, tea, and a moon pie. Ray was also
given a coke. He ate approximately 2/3 of his meal, Ray's cell
and range was searched and everything was OK. He undressed and
went to bed at 6:45 PM, and slept very soundly until 6:30 AM.

A breakfast of scrambled eggs, coffee with cream, bread and
butter, grits and syrup was served. He ate everything except
the grits and syrup. He was changed from cell #4 to cell #5,
also linen will be changed. Ray swept, mopped, and cleaned the
entire cell block. He seems to be in good spirits, very cooper-
ative and has not refused to do any task which he has been asked
to do. His only questions to me have been whether or not his
letter to his sister had been mailed.

Respectfully,
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After . making these objections, he walked for a few minutes,
stopped to write some notes, then took a shower., He was issued
clean shorts, T-shirt, pants, socks, and shirt, He requested and
received three aspirins. At 10:20 PM he went to bed after watching
the news,

At 12:00 PM Midnight to 8:00 AM, officers on duty were Berry and
Overbey. At the time, Ray was asleep and slept until 6:40 AM. A
breakfast of grits, eggs, bread and syrup was served. Ray woke up
and appeared to be in a good mood but only ate a small amount of the
breakfast; ate approximately % of the eggs but did not touch the
grits. After breakfast, Ray cleaned and mopped the Block.

Saturday, July 27, 1968, 8:00 AM:

8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, officers on duty were Lincoln and Hartline.

At 8:00 AM, Mr. Arthur Hanes, Sr. entered the Block same time as

duty officers. One paper and coke was given Ray at this time. Mr.
Hanes stayed until 9:20 AM. When Mr. Hanes was let out of the

Block, the TV camera in the inspection corridor was changed by me.
After Mr. Hanes left, Ray was stripped and searched, also the Block
was searched and everything OK. Ray walked up and down the Block,

lay down on his bunk for 20 minutes. A lunch of turnip greens, beans,
potatoes, cornbread and iced tea was served. Ray ate all of the beans
and cornbread and a small amount of the potatoes and drank his tea.
After lunch he lay down on his bunk resting and he then got up and
walked up and down the Block for 2 hours.

At 4:00 PM, officers Scott and Wiechert came on duty. Ray was given

a Press-Scimitar and a coke. A supper of pork and beans, potatoes,
meat stew over bread, jello and tea was served. Ray ate all of the
beans, meat and bread, but ate none of the potatoes and jello. After
supper, Ray went to his cell and lay down on his bed to read the paper.
At 5:05 PM, Ray requested and received three aspirins. He then sat
down on the bench and began to write some notes, copying from the
Press-Scimitar. After watching the 6:00 o'clock news he walked for
exercise. He watched TV and listened to the Radio; was very interested
in the 10:00 o'clock news which including a filmed interview with his
attorney, but he made no comment. :

12:00 Midnight to 8:00 AM, officers Overbey and Berry were on duty.
When officers entered the Block, Ray was asleep. A search of the
Block was made and everything OK. Ray slept until 6:45 AM, at which
time a breakfast of oats, syrup, white bread, sausage and coffee was
served. Ray ate all of the oatmeal and bread, drank his coffee, but
did not eat any of the sausage or syrup. Ray talked with guards and
watched TV until 8:00 AM,
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Sunday, July 28, 1968, 8:00 AM:

Officers on duty were Wilson and Lincoln from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, The
morning paper was given Ray and he lay down on his bunk and read the
paper. After finishing reading the paper, he walked for an hour and
15 minutes; he lay back down but did not go to sleep.

A lunch of pot roast, slaw, squash, jello and tea was served. Ray
ate everything except the squash, After lunch, Ray walked, stopping
occasionally to watch TV, He was given two aspirins. He then
shaved, watched TV, and read some more in the paper. At 1:00 PM, he
lay down and fell asleep. He awoke at 3:15 PM., At 4:00 PM, officers
on duty were Scott and Hartline. A supper of lunch meat, cheese,
green beans, spiced apples, bread and tea was served. Ray ate one
sandwich, drank his tea, also drank a coke which was given him.
After supper he lay down on his bunk for 30 minutes, and got up at
5:00 PM to watch the news on TV, watched TV and talked to officers
until 9:10 PM, at which time he went to bed and went to sleep.

12:00 Midnight to 8:00 AM, officers on duty were Overbey and Ballard.
Ray slept until 6:45 AM. A breakfast of eggs, bacon, oatmeal, bread,
butter and coffee was served. Ray ate the bacon and a small amount of
the eggs. He was given a coke, a morning paper, and ten six-cent
postage stamps. After breakfast, he lay down for 30 minutes, then got
up, mopped and cleaned the cell block and watched TV until 8:00 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Lt. B/J. Smith
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

July 26, 1968

Sheriff William N, Morris, Jr.
Criminal Courts Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

Report from 8:00 AM, July 25, 1968 to 8:00 AM, July 26, 1968.
Officers on duty, day shift were Kent and Wilson; evening shift
were Muench and Wiechert; midnight shift were Overbey and Berry.

When day shift officers entered the block, Ray had asked for some
type of hair oil or cream; a tube of Score was given him. Also a
morning paper and a cocoa-cola were given him. He appears to be
in good spirits; spends his time walking, talking to officers and
writing notes to his attormey. A lynch of potatoes =peye
eas lo d nuddipne. and tea was served. Ray ate a
1ittle more than half of his meal. After Tunch, Ray and officer
Kent played cards for two hours. After they finished playing
cards, Ray did approximately 90 push-ups for his daily exercise.
After the push-ups he took his shower and received clean under-
clothes.

A supper meal of peas, mashed potatoes, and.gravey., jello, bread
and tea was served. Ray ate about half of his food. He was a so
given one cocoa-cola and the evening paper. After the supper meal,
Ray watched TV, read the paper, and went to bed at 6:05 PM. He

did not talk very much to the evening watch officers. At 8:05 PM,
Ray got out of bed, put on his clothes and started watching TV. He
requested and received three aspirins for a headache. He watched
the 10:00 o'clock news on TV; he still was not talking much but
seemed to be in good spirits. He went back to bed at 10:10 PM and
slept until 6:30 AM.

A breakfast of scrambled e read, coffee, sausage d syr s
served. Ray ate everything except the sausage and syrup. After
breakfast, he watched TV and walked up and down the block. He
swept and dusted the block and is in a very good mood this morning.

Respectfully,
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Sheriff William N, Morris, Jr.
Criminal Courts Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

Report from 8:00 AM, July 29, 1968 to 8:00 AM, July 30, 1968.
Officers on duty were Kent and Lincoln for Day shift; Muench
and Wiechert on evening shift; and Miller and Hartline on
Midnight shift.

At the 8:00 AM shift change, Ray received a Commercial Appeal,
a coke, and ténesix-cent stamps. A search of the range and cell
were made and everything was OK. He lay down on the bunk and
read the paper. After reading the paper, he got up and shaved
and walked back and forth in the block.

A lunch of beans with bacon, yams, spinach, cake, bread and iced
tea was served. He ate all of the yams and about half of the
beans and bacon., I also entered the block about the same time
junch was served and advised Ray that he would follow all rules
and regulations. Failure to obey these rules and regulations
would result in disciplinary action against him. He was also
advised that these rules and regulations were set up by the
Sheriff's Department and not by any Federal Agency, and that he
was expected to obey them just like any other prisomner. He told
me to talk to Mr. Hanes about these rules and regulations to which
he was told that Mr. Hanes does not run the Shelby County Jail.
After I talked with Ray he did not enter the conversation with
officers and seemed very moody. When he was asked if he wanted to
play some cards he replied, "No, it might get in the paper again".

The evening meal was served which consisted of beef and noodles,
lima beans,mixed with corn, jello, white pound cake, bread and

tea. Ray ate all of his supper leaving only small amount of jello.
He was also given the Press-Scimitar paper. After supper Ray lay
down on his bunk and read the paper.

At 8:00 PM he got up and watched the Monday night movie (Thunder-
road). He went to bed after watching the 10:00 o'clock news. He
slept until 6:40 AM. A breakfast of grits, smoked sausage, 8yrup,
two pieces of bread and coffee was served. Ray ate only a small
amount of the grits, drank his coffee but ate nothing else. After
breakfast he made up his bed and lay down but had very little to
say to officers. He then mopped and cleaned the range, shaved,
and started writing some notes.

Respectfully bmitted,
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

July 29, 1968

Sheriff William N, Morris, Jr.
Criminal Courts Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

Report from 8:00 AM, July 26, 1968 to 8:00 AM, July 29, 1968.

From 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, officers on duty, Kent and Wilson.

Ray was given a coke and Commercial Appeal; appears to be in good
spirits, but objects to making his bed Army style; complains that
this is being too strict and the only reason is because the Federal
man is here and he is requesting it this way. He says he has not
been convicted of any crime and is not in a Pederal prison. He seems
to be dissatisfied about his mail; complains that he does not know
whether or not his letters are being mailed. He then wrote a letter
to the Postal Inspector.

A lunch of corn, sweet potatoes, jello, chile and beans, bread and
tea was served and he ate all the meal except the jello.

At 11:20 AM, Mr. Arthur Hanes, Sr. arrived in the Block and left at
2:24 PM. Mr. Hanes left two daily reminder books, dated 1968, and a
Reader's Digest, August edition. The Reader's Digest contains an
article about Ray which was unfavorable to him and he seemed a
little upset over this. After Mr. Hanes left, Ray was stripped,
searched, everything OK. At 4:00 PM to 12:00 Midnight, officers on
duty Muench, Wiechert., Ray was given one Press-Scimitar and one
cocoa=-cola.

A supper of chicken noodles, English peas, whole canned tomatoes,
chocolate pudding, tea and bread was served and Ray ate almost all

of the chicken and noodles but very little of the peas and tomatoes.
He ate all of the pudding and drank the tea and coke. He watched the
local news on TV and seemed very interested in a story about himself
and how he has adjusted to his Jail routine. He began walking in the
range for exercise. He was asked if he planned to take a shower and
he stated that he did not need one; he was then told that he would
take a shower daily. He then told the officers on duty to tell me
that he would take a shower when he felt like it. He restated his
objection to doing silly things which he considers too petty and too
strict. He again blamed that Federal man for the restrictions placed
on him and stated since he was not a Federal prisoner he could not be
expected to conform to a rigid routine such as being told when to brush
his teeth, when to eat, what time to sleep, what time to clean up his
cell, and what time to write his notes,






